
There are legends about ele-
phant graveyards, some mys-
tical places found in the Afri-
can Jungle. In the past, many 
adventurers were searching 
for them in the hope of finding 
a lot of ivory there. But they 
were not successful. The leg-
end also became part of the 
pop culture, for example, in the 
Disney Movie “The Lion King”. 
But the existence of elephant 
graveyards has never been sci-
entifically proven. 

Elephants are very intelligent 
animals. Just like us, they are 
mourning their dead relatives. 
They stop even years after the 
death of a relative at its bones 
and touch these bones with 
their trunks. So is it only a myth 
or could it be possible that 

something like an elephant 
graveyard exists?

One possible explanation for 
such a phenomenon has to 
do with the elephants’ teeth. 
I am not talking about their 
famous tusks, for which they 
are poached. No, it has to do 
with the other teeth of 
the elephant, the 
so-called mo-
lariform teeth 
or molars. 

African elephants 
only have four mo-
lars in their mouth. 
Those big and very 
structured teeth are 
used by the elephants 
for chewing. But the 
teeth wear off a lot, because 
of the tough materials, like 
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sticks and dry grass, they chew 
on. Because of this, the teeth 
are regrowing again. During 
their lifetime, elephants are 
having six sets of teeth.

But when the elephant be-
comes old, there comes the 
time when its last set of teeth 
wears off. It is possible that 
sometimes those old elephants 
are leaving the herd to search 
for areas with softer food. In 
those areas, old elephants 

could accumulate and after a 
time they are dying there. So 
this could explain the forma-
tion of elephant graveyards. 

In the past decades, there has 
been a great deal of poach-
ing pressure on the elephants. 
As a consequence only man-
made “elephant graveyards” 
have been found. 

So what do you think? Do you 
believe that natural elephant 
graveyards exist? 

Picture:
A molariform tooth of an 
African Savanna Elephant 
(Loxodonta africana)
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